Out of Love for Cuty


Puiu Pacuraru is the first citizen of Craiova who has sued local authorities for a dog. And the dog in question is not of any particular breed, but a stray dog, of whom our reader became very fond, before the dogcatchers took the dog away forever. The above-named citizen is convinced that employees of the Dog Impound Service in Craiova, under the authority of the City Hall, have killed Cuty, as he affectionately called his dog, and he claims 17 million Lei in damages.


‘For ten years I have been the owner of a common breed bitch, with reddish fur, aged approximately 12 years, of medium size. I cared for her closely, providing her with the appropriate daily amount of food, a proper shelter behind the block of flats where I live, and medical treatment according to sanitary-veterinary norms’ asserted Puiu Pacuraru. The bitch, which answered to the name of Cuty, was, according to her master, an ‘intelligent, communicative, noble, and kind’ animal, who ‘would approach anyone, if they would call her name’.


Unfortunately, in August, the citizen lost his canine best friend, following a “sweep” carried out by the dog catchers team of the Hygiene Services Department of the Craiova City Hall. The man says that, in her naivity, Cuty mistook the dogcatchers some kind people, allowing herself to easily be “sequestered”. ‘That morning, the dog catchers didn’t bother to catch troublesome stray dogs or even some which were dangerously aggressive towards people in the area. However, discovering my dog at the corner of the block, they closed in on her and, as she was submissive, they easily grabbed her, got in their van and took her away.’


Since Pacuraru was not at home at the time of the “abduction”, he found out about it from his neighbours and tried to recover his pet. ‘I telephoned the Dog Pound twice in that same day. The first time I did so, around 1.30 PM, they told me that the dogcatchers had not yet returned from their “rounds”. Half an hour later, when I called them again, I was told that they had just left on another “sweep”. The following morning I talked with the vet from the public animal shelter at Facai and it was established that I should go personally to the shelter, to get my dog back.’

‘She had been brutally killed, without motive and without consideration’


Despite his desperate appeals to those who had abducted his dog, Pacuraru never recovered his favourite pet. ‘Dog catchers told me that she had been given away to a man whose identity was impossible to discover’. The dog owner is actually convinced that his canine friend had not been adopted by anyone, but that she had been “euthanasied”: ‘Later, I realised that, in fact, she had been killed the very day in which she was taken away, cruelly, without motive and without consideration, as soon as she had arrived at Facai. And the ambivalent and ambiguous behaviour of the dog catchers had been meant to mislead and confuse me, in order for them to be able to conceal their guilt’.


Considering that through this abduction, the owner was both materially and emotionally prejudiced, on the 12th of November the concerned citizen brought a legal complaint against the Local Council of Craiova, soliciting that he be paid 17 million Lei in damages, a large part of this sum representing the monetary equivalent of the daily food (‘always containing meat or salami’) which he had provided for Cuty. In the same amount are included the expenses the owner had incurred through paying for medical treatment for the bitch: ‘two surgical interventions for the elimination of vaginal tumours, home treatment with antibiotics, carried out by the vet (three sessions), against vaginitis, maintenance and treatment against intestinal and external parasites, as well as against hypotiroidic dermatosis’. According to the owner, at current market rates these expenses would come to the sum of 2,700,000 Lei. Added to the entire above are damages for emotional distress - 3,000,000 Lei.
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